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 OMMS’s 2017-2018 PBIS Season is Off to a Fun 
and Wild Start! 

  Reported by Brandon Faison 
 
  At the beginning of the school year, all of the students and some of the 
  teachers participate in Positive Behavior Intervention Support (PBIS) 
  activities. So, on Friday, October 6, 2017 OMMS students and staff  
  either participated in or watched the eight event PBIS 2017-2018 
  school year Kick-Off. Even though the morning was a hot one, and the 
  bees seemed to own the bleachers and field, the students had a great  
  time!  
  Of the eight events the students participated in the Nervous Nellie, the  
  Paper Dragons race, the Cup Stacking race, and the Relay Race were 
  the most popular events. Students also competed against a team of  
  teachers for the Relay Races. There was an event that called for  
  student teams being wrapped and then unwrapped in toilet paper! That 
  was just crazy! During the Paper Dragons, there was some cheating 
  going on. The relay race ended in a tiebreaker between the 7th and 8th 
  graders. Unfortunately for the 7th graders, the 8th graders won. 
  The students seemed to really love the Cup Stacking Challenge were 
  red or blue plastic Solo cups were stacked in three tiers with one blue 
  cup on the top of a stack of red cups, or one red cup on top of a stack 
  of blue cups.The challenge was getting the cups unstacked and then 
  restacked with the cups in the original position.  
  
  Our second PBIS event was the Student-Teacher Basketball game.  
  This event took place on Wednesday, November 8, 2017. It was a fun 
  day all around because it was a two-hour early dismissal, and two  
  hours of the students cheering for their team in defeating the team of  
  teachers.  
  This year’s basketball game was a doozy.  Looks like the faculty  
  members do more than just teach.  The students put up a good fight, 
  but the teachers didn’t back down either. he students and faculty were  
  neck and neck for half the game. At the sound of the buzzer, the final 
  score was 65 to 65. The students declared overtime, but the faculty  
  rejected their declaration. So, the question remains, which side is 
  better? The students or the faculty? The choice is yours to make. 
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 Eowyn Angle and team test their skate during 
 “Friction is King!” experiment.  
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 Alisha Asi, Yazmin Barrett, and Kaya Pullins  
 examined  fossils inside the Q?rius Lab at the 
 Natural History Museum in D.C. 
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 STEM 7 students are learning how oysters  
 help to clean the Chesapeake Bay. 
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 Jeff Bachman and Brenden Tolle work with  
 their parents during ChangeMaker Night. 
 

 

STEM in the Fall has been busy! 
 
   By Toby Tolle, Mrs. M. Hartman and Ms. L. Wooden 
  
 The first STEM Saturday of this school year was the STEM 6 cohort 
  traveled to the Skate Zone down the road in Odenton, Maryland, where 
  the students participated in two fun experiments. The first experiment  
  was “ Friction is King!”, and the second was “Parts of a Roller Skate.” 
  Learning about how friction causes things to roll faster or slower, and  
  then being able to deconstruct and reconstruct a skate was fun. 
  Everybody got to skate after the experiments!  
  STEM 6 traveled to the Millersville Landfill down the road in order to 
  learn more about where all our trash goes. We weren’t allowed off the 
  bus due to the toxic environment created by our waste. The landfill 
  reminded us of the movie, Wall-E.  Lastly, on Veteran’s Day, STEM 6 
  gathered here at school for Engineering Saturday.” The morning was  
  full of six fun stations that dealt with Chemistry, robotics, electricity, 
  math and technology. The foam dome station was the favorite station 
  of the day! 
  The first STEM 7 Saturday of the school year was October 7, 2017 to  
  the Annapolis Maritime Museum (AMM). There were three ecological  
  activities, plus a boat ride down the Severn river.  
  The first activity was a large-group hands-on activity that required 
  students us to filter out dirt and debris from the water that was really 
  dirty. Next, we had to dissect an oyster!  Because it was already 
  dead, it was okay. We also learned about some of the living creatures 
  that live in the river, and the Chesapeake Bay, and we even got to fish 
  for crabs using a chicken neck tied to a long string. 
  Finally, we took a boat ride! The boat ride was a tour of the Port of  
  Annapolis, and the various  historic locations that sit on the river’s  
  edge. We ate lunch on the boat, and there was a snack bar on the 
  lower level. But, the most fun was when they played music and all the 
  kids got to dance on the upper deck. It really was a fun day! 
  STEM 7 also took a trip to the Holocaust Museum in Washington, DC. 
  Since we are studying the Holocaust in our Social Studies class, the  
  trip to the museum put a real-life look to what we have been reading. 
  STEM 8 has had a very busy fall due to our yearlong ChangeMaker  
  projects, and the field trips we’ve been on. And it just the end of 
  the first marking period! But, STEM 8 will be going a several field trips 
  before the Winter Break. 
  

 December 2017 and January 2018 STEM EVENTS 
 

  Dec 4th-8th     “A Hour of Code” 
  Dec 5th-6th    STEM  7 Design Plan School; STEAM  6  Art Classes Biomimicry 
  Dec 9th           ChangeMaker Work Session 
  Dec 12th-14th STEM  7 Columbus  Center, Baltimore, MD 
  Dec 20th         STEM  8 ChangeMaker Student Team  Conferences and  Scoring 
  Jan  8th-9th      STEM  8 Library of  Congress & Folger Shakespeare Library 
  Jan  20th          STEM  6 Cryptologic  Museum  @ NSA 
  Jan  21th            FLL Robotics  Competition  - FLL Club  Team  
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 Zach McGrath sits with his project as he waits 
 for it to be judged. 
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 8th grader Maria Tejada’s “Caffeine Rush”  
 project. 
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 Chloe and Trishelle Weed, and Talia  
 VanNostrand show their winning pumpkin 
 creations in Literary Pumpkin contest. 
 

   

The OMMS  School Biz! 
 

2017-2018 OMMS Science Fair Winners!! 
  
  By L. Wooden and M. Lapati 
 
  The science department would like to share the results of our OMMS 
   science. These students worked incredibly hard and did great work. 
   Here are the students that placed first and the research category of  
   their projects: 
 

● Sixth grader, Zach Conkey won first place in the Overall category 
and in the Chemistry category for “Electrolyte Challenge.” 

● Sixth grader, Cecilia Hartford won first place in the Behavioral and 
           Social Science category for “The Best BabySitter.” 

● Sixth grader, Aubree Kirchner won first place in the Earth and 
Astronomy category for “What Materials Help to Prevent Erosion.” 

● Sixth grader, Aaryn Brown won first place in the Engineering 
           Mechanics category for “Alternative Energy: Hydroelectric 
           Energy.” 

● Seventh grader, Madeline Hoot won first place in the 
Environmental Science category for the “Effect of CaCO3 on the 
Potential.” 

● Eighth grader, Caden Wiley won first place in the Mathematics 
category for the “Solar Hot Dog.” 

● Sixth grader, Luke Doetschman won first place in the Physics 
           category for “Muscle Memory and Free Throws.” 

● Eighth grader, Maria Tejada won first place in the Plant Science 
category for “Caffeine Rush.” 

 
   Student News has to really give a “Shout Out!” to our OMMS Sixth 
   graders who dominated this year’s science fair! See you next year! 
 
 
 
 
 
 OMMS Patriots Create Their Own Literary Pumpkins  

in the Spirit of Halloween! 
 

  By Chloe Weed 
 
  This year’s Literary Pumpkin contest had a great turnout. Many  
  students took the opportunity to express their creativity in the  
  form of their favorite character on a pumpkin. There were many  
  beautiful pumpkins submitted, and all were a sight to see. There were 
  even sessions after school especially for decorating the beautiful works 
  of art in the media center. Students really got into the spirit of it, and 
  characters from all genres of books were produced. Everyone did their 
  very best, and not one pumpkin was the same or physically unpleasing. 
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 One of the winners, “Gone With The Wind” sits 
 among the many other entries` 
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 Media Specialist, Ms. Dutton checks out  
 seventh grader, Sydney Jett’s contest entry.  
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 Seventh graders at lunch. 
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 Eighth graders Chris Smith, Alex Neal, Adam  
 Scott, and other 8th grade students enjoy their 
 lunches brought  from home. 
 
 

 
  Each pumpkin represented a funny, spooky, or intriguing twist on the 
  concept of pumpkin decoration. Classic, adventure, horror, and other 
  Genres represented the competitors favorite book characters. 
  The criteria for competing was that each competitor brought or was  
  provided with a pumpkin of their choice. Each character created could 
  be done so by using paint, pipe cleaners, hot glue, clay, and other 
  materials to produce their characters. Time was taken by each student 
  working on their pumpkins, and everyone seemed to have fun working 
  on their own sculpture in a place dripping with gleeful spirit of book  
  lovers and seasonal cheer. 
 
  The OMMS teachers chose the winners of the three categories, which  
  was the Best All Around for the “Charlotte’s Web” pumpkin; the  
  Most Realistic for the “Gone with the Wind” pumpkin; and the Most Uni- 
  que for the “Tell Tale Heart” pumpkin. While these three were highly 
  voted on and won, all the other entries were excellent too. All compet- 
  itors deserve a pat on the back for the effort and commitment  all of the 
  entries expressed. Bravo to all our entries, and thanks for giving OMMS 
  a great display to see in the media center for awhile. 
 
  

 
 

OMMS Students Still Have Concerns About The Food 
and A Few Other Concerns  

  
  By Brenden Tolle,  
  Associated Editor of Student Concerns 
  
  At Old Mill Middle South, the food is still a sore subject with quite a few 
  of our students. For example, today (11/28/17) I had some type of  
  Chinese food where the meat was spicy, but the meat looked like the 
  meat for the Cheese Steak. One of my tablemates stated, “I don’t  
  think this is really meat.” 
  Lately, I notice that there is a sign that says they are not selling bottled 
  water or the Switch drinks at breakfast anymore. That’s really not right 
  because a lot of kids should have that water for their special health 
  needs.  
 
  Moreover, students and their parents are very concerned about 
  the stealing of cell phones in the boys locker room, and elsewhere in 
  the school building. Mr. Thomas has come on in the morning and the 
  afternoon announcements stating, “If you are caught with a phone that 
  is not yours, he will recommend that the student will have the longest 
  amount of suspension time possible.” Some of these new phones cost 
  over $500.00. And the new Iphone models cost close to a thousand  
  Dollars! So OMMS students hang onto your phones! Keep them safe 
  in your bags or locked in your lockers so that your parents, and even  
  the police don’t have to get involved in the theft of your phone. 
  See you next issue! 
  
  



 
 
 
 

Photo by Brandon Faison 
Ms. Chen’s Math 6 Club helps several students 
with their math. 
 
 
 

Photo by L. Wooden 
Grand scale art piece done by last year’s Art 
Club members with the help of Tech Ed 
teacher, 
Mr. Kiser. 
 
 

Photo by L. Wooden 
Ms. Tester’s 2017-2018 Art Club members 
latest creation. Our Patriot made from plastic 
bottle caps, located in the sixth grade-Media 
Center stairwell. 
 

  
Let’s Talk About Our OMMS Clubs! 

 
  By Brandon Faison, Toby Tolle and Chloe Weed 
  
  Well, it’s a new year for OMMS club activities, and OMMS Student 
  News begins coverage of all of them with these first three now spot- 
  lighted. The Math 6 Club, the Art Club, and the Model U.N. Clubs. 
 

 
OMMS Math 6 Club 

 
  By Toby Tolle 
  We begin with sixth grade math teacher, Ms. Chen’s Math 6 Club which 
  meets on Tuesdays after school. If you are a sixth grader, her club is  
  open to you. So if you need math help, and I know some of you do. Go 
  check out Miss Chen’s Math 6 Club, she can help you with any math 
  troubles you are having. She can help with basically anything.  
  Fractions, decimals, and long division. As long as it’s math! 
  
  
 

  The Art Club Starts Off With Flying Colors! 
 
  By Chloe Weed 
 
  The Art Club meets every Tuesday after school in Ms. Tester’s room, 
  A118, downstairs. It’s a pretty easy going club that most students 
  attending congregate to because of a passion for art. It is a club that 
  invites anyone who wants to relax and draw, and offers students who  
  love doing big art projects a way of getting involved in the Art com- 
  munity. An Art Club attendee, Jillian, stated, “I came here to just get 
  involved in the Art community, and be inspired in a creative club.”  She 
  is one of the many students who came to the Art Club anticipating the 
  creative spirit radiating the art room. 
 
  Here there were many talented artists found who came to express  
  themselves in an artistic environment. One artist by the name of Halli 
  joined the club because she is really good at drawing, and her sister 
  belonged to the club previously, and gave good reviews so she de- 
  cided to join. Again, many people come to free draw and there are 
  others who collaborate on larger projects. The members get a choice 
  on the projects they want to get involved with, and can complete other 
  works interchangeably.  
 
  It is really cool that most of who join the club are really talented artists 
  who want an hour to draw or paint. And it’s funny how other clubs  
  Single them out. But, this club isn’t just a V.I.P. lounge for Picassos’. 
  This is a fun club for anyone who wants to hang out, and do some 
  artistic installments, murals, and school beautification pieces. 
 
 
 

  



 

 Photo by C. Demunbrun 
 Model UN Club members Patrick Drum, 
 Brandon Faison, Chloe Weed, Alajah Boddie 
 Danica Lease, and Kenzy Kamani during club. 
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 Model UN Club members, Zach McGrath,  
 Patrick Drum,  Brandon Faison, Chloe Weed, 
 Alajah Boddie, Bailey Moore, and Danica 
 Lease listen to Chloe Weed during a meeting. 
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 Club members listen to advice from  Mrs.  
 Demunbrun.  Bailey Moore is the member on 
 the far right, not pictured previously. 
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 The Model U.N. Club Debates World Issues, Inviting 
Members to a Interactive U.N. Experience 

 
  By Chloe Weed 
 
  The Model United Nations Club meets every Thursday after school in 
  Mrs. Demunbrun’s room, at the end of the sixth grade hallway.  
  Members are invited to learn how to debate global  issues, and learn 
  important social skills that will help them to work and compete in an 
  international global marketplace by knowing more about current events. 
 
  Model U.N. club members learn all about cultural differences based on 
  the world’s geographical history. They also learn about the art of 
  debating and the skills for public speaking. This creates more confident 
  public speakers. In this club it seems as though it is like stepping into a 
  simulation of what takes place in the actual United Nations Assembly, 
  and it’s very interesting.  
 
  During club, members learn about the goals and different parts of the  
  U.N., along with its significance. They usually watch a CNN 10 news 
  video, and learn about recent world events and issues going on around 
  the world. Issues shown are debated. There is usually a debate every 
  meeting, in which members decide which view they will debate.  It is 
  then their obligation to explain and argue their opinion. Both sides take 
  turns peacefully explaining, and usually there is a country and a major 
  debate from that perspective.  
 
  Once a year an AACPS high school holds a Model U.N. Conference  
  where students from all around the county come and compete in formal 
  and informal debates called Caucuses. These debaters are given a  
  topic while representing a certain country. Usually, the club spends 
  many of its meetings before the main conference preparing. 
 
  About once a month, Mrs. Demundrun will hold an International food 
  day, where anyone can bring a dish from another country (as long as it 
  doesn’t have any allergic reactions to the ingredients) in order to share 
  with the club. These dishes can be from one of the countries that the 
  students have an ancestral heritage-based connection, in order for the 
  other members to experience new cultural foods. These PotLucks allow 
  students to receive better connections to their backgrounds. 
 
  This is a club for those who like debating, but also want to become 
  better speakers, where the club is usually action packed, leaving the 
  members eager to come back. It really helps to strengthen cultural 
  connection and social skills. There have been many students who  
  entered the club with weak speaking skills, but have left able to speak 
  confidently in and out of club. The club also provides a way to practice 
  getting good research skills that will help in high school, and after- 
  wards, when students have speeches and presentations that involve 
  preparation and a confident voice.  
 
  If this is what you like? This is the after school club for you!  



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 



 

OMMS Students! Now we all can Rock the STEM shirt!  

  

           

 

Shirts are $15 dollars (includes tax), and are black with either a Neon 
green design or a Pink design. Sizes range from Adult sizes small, medium, 

large, and X-large. The cost of the shirts includes tax. Payment can be 
cash or check (Checks are made out to OMMS STEM). We also have 
string bags for $5 which are perfect to carry lunches or small personal 
items.  See Mrs. Hartman for yours today! 

 

OMMS Student News has space for advertisements! 

If you would like to use our student newsletter for school 

announcements, please contact L. Wooden @ OMMS 

410-969-7000.  You will be able to work with one of our 

students in setting up your ad! 

 

 

 




